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THE BISHOPS IN SESSION

Eminent Prelates of the Race’s Greatest Ec-
cleslastical Organization Assemble to Dis-
cuss Ways and Means for the Extenslon of
Church Work.

The citizens of Washington enjoyed
a rare treat last week and the early
part of the present week. We had
wilh us the Bishops and Executive Of-
ficers of the great African Methodist
Episcopal Church, the strongest race
organization in the world. The meet-
ing is what is known as the Quadren-
nial Beesion of the Bishops’ Council
This session is attended by all of the
Bishope and by the different cfficers
and heads of all of the different depart-
ments of the work of this great Obhurch.
The meetings are held once in four
years, usually a few months before the
meeting of the Quadrennial Conference,
which will be beld this yearin Colum-
bus, Ohio. In politics this meeting
would be known 88 a caucus, for here
the Bishops and the leading officers
of the Church meet todiscuss all plans,
ways aud means, snd outline a pro-
gram for the work to be acted npon and
execuled at the Quadrennial Confer-
ence. All the work of this great Afri*
can Methodist denomination has come
from out of this Council. The heads of
the differentdepartments make recom-
mendations and suggestions as to the
improvements and changes in the work
Here it is decided how many new Bish*
ops shall be elected; here it is decided
how many new schools will be estab*
lished; how many new migssionaries are
to be sent into the field; what increase
of amount shall be given to sug srannun*
ated ministers and a thousand and one
things along this line,., Heads of the
different de partmente are admitted, one
at a time, inte the Bishops’ Council and
make their recommendations. Not
ouly these, but they leave a written re*
port of thelr recommendations, 8o that
they ean be acted upon afterwards.
For years it has been the custom that
whatever is recommended by the Bish-
ops Gouncil is generally favorably act*
ed upon in the Conference; but aay
measure that is offered and recommend
ed by sn executive officer, if it is not
accepled by the Bishops Council, may
be taken to the Conference and debated
on the floor.

At the great Quadrennial Conference
which is to held in Columbus, O., next
May, Bishop Abram Grant will deliver
an address of the Bisheops’ Gouncil to
that great body and Bishop B. F. Lee
will preach the Quadrennial sermon,
Two Bishops have died since the last
session of the Quadrennial Conference,
namely, Bishop J. 0. Embry and Bish-
opJ. H. Armstrong. Since the death
of these two Bishops, Bishops Grant
and Gaines have divided the work of
the 7th Episcopal District, Bishop Grant
taking South Carolina and Sishop Gains
taking Florida. In the tenth district,
made vacant by the death of Bishop
Armsirong, Birhop James H. Handy
has had charge of the work in Louisi*
ana, while Bishop BSalter has looked
after Texas, the great LoneStar State.
Inaconversation with Dr. M. M. Moore,
the Financial Secretary of the A. M,
E. Charch, whose headquarters are in
this eity, hespoke in the most enthusi
astic terms of the great work the
Church is doing, aad the great increase
in the population of the Church as
well a8 In number of places of worship,
vhe 1ncrease in the amount of property
owned and the very, very great increase
in the amountofdollarmoney, In fact

REV. M, M, MO®RE, D, D.,

African Methcdiem’s Moet Buccessful Finsncial Eecrelary.
tion to The Biehopiic Universally Conceded.
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the increase of the dollar money in
this Quadrennial Session over that of
last Session 18 little lessthan $70,000.

The Bishops, the executive officers of
and leading men of the denomination
from all parts of the countiy spent a
pleasant time every moment of their
stay bere, and Bunday many pulpits
rang with the eloquence and the pride
and gift of African Methcdism. The
first day’s seseion began last Wednes-
day, January 81st, at the Metropolitan
A. M. E, church on M street. Theopen*
ing sesgion took place at 10 am., with
devotio nal exercises, followed by an ad-
dress by that grand vld heroand cham’
pion, Bishop Henry M. Turner. In ad-
tior. to Bishop Turner, who presided at
the forenoon seesion, those present were
Bishop W.J. Gaines, Bishop Benjamin
W. Arnett, Bishop B. T, Tanner, Bish-
op Abraham Grant, Bishop Benjamin
F. Lee, Bishop M. B, Balter, Bishop
James A, Handy, and Bishop W, B.
Derrick. After hymns and prayers by
Bishops Tanner, Handy, and Balter,
the bishops went intoexecutive session,

Among theGistinguished charchmea
preeent during the opening services
were Rev. T. W. Henderron, general
business manager, Philadelphia; Rev,
C. 8. Bmith, secretary Sunday school
Union, Nashville; Rev, M. M. Moore,
financial secretary, Washington; Dr.
H. B. Parks, secretary to the bishops,
New York; Prof. J. R. Hawkins, com-
missioper cf education; Rev. C. T.
Bhaffer, commitiee of churchextension;
Dr. H. T. Jobhreon, ediior Christian
Recorder; Rev. C. L. Bradwell, Atlan*
ta, Ga.; Rev, James Dean, North Caro-
lina; Rev. J. W. Beckett, Baltimore;
Rev. R. F. Hurley, Detroit; Rev. W.D.
Chappelle, Columbis, 8. C,; Rev.R, (.
Ransom, Chieago; Rev. N. J. Me
Cracken, Chicago; Prof. 0. 8. smith,
secretary historical committee; Rev, J.
Albert Johnson, pastor Metropolitan
chureh; Rev. John W, Henderson, New
York, and Rev. John Hurst, Baltimore.

On account of the indisposition o)

Arnett delivered the annual sermen for
him. The council decided tosaccept an
invitation to appear before the indus-
trial commission during the week. The
secretary was authorized to arrange a
date.

—

The evening'’s sessien began &t § pm.
when a grand reception was given to
the Bichops by the pastor, the members
and friends of (he Melropolitan A, M.
E. church. Notwithstanding the in
clement weather, there wa= a large at
tendance. Bishop W. J. Gaipes presid-
ed, and after a hymn by the choir and
prayer by Bishop Derrick he introduced
Hon. John W, Rones, Commissioner of
the District of Columbia, whodelivered
an address of welcome. Mr. Ross, who
with others prominent in the afiairs of
the church and nation, occupied seats
on the platform, arose, and after a few
introduectory remarks, branched into
his topic, He stated that there were
89,000 Negroes resident here, who are

accomodated by 104 churches and 39
schools. The school property, he said,
is valued at §1,100,000. He outlined the
condition of the Negro race here, and
said there are thousands who reside in
the alleys of the District who really
need the assistance of the council. The
church alone, he said, can remedy this
evil, and Mr. Rosa went on to detail the
great good which has been done by the
kindergaitens and the independent
bands of workers. He tuld of the num*
ber of Negroes employed under the
District government, and said that
there was no doubt the race had a great
fature before it.

Rev. F. J. Grimke, one of the most
scholarly of eur pastors, was mext in*
trcduced to deliver an address on the
part of the clergymen. He praised the
noble work of the church, and gave a
brief sketch of its history and the great
work it has done, He urged the con-

tinuance of the present system, and
stated that a study should be made of
the work of this church. He made an
able plea that Rev. J. Albert Johnsun

be chosen to fill ome of the vacant

Bishop Turner in the evening, Bishop J

bishoprics. Mr. J, M. Bimms In feryent
and well=chosen language, on the be-
half of the laity of the city, traced the
histery of the African Methodist Epis~
copal Church from its establishment in
1840 up to teday. He talked for some
time, setting forth the good work ofihe
church and the need for such an educsa-
tor, especially among the Negro race

Bishop B. T. Tanner made the re.
sponse on behalf of the blshops, ile
made quite an elcquent reply and told
of th2 good effects of Christianity, He
told of the foundation of the African
Methodist Kpiscopal Cbhureh among
the Negroes, and of the necessity of the
institution at the time. The people, he
eail, were dissatisfied, but they had
coms t0 appreciate the wisdom of their
action with the growth of the chureh,

Rev T. W. Henderson, of Philadel-
phia aleo made an addre:s, ia which he
described the work of the echurch., He
spoke in glowiog terms of the city of
Washlngion as a convention plsce, and
congratulated the council vpon its
chofce. Prot. H. T. Kealing msde re
sponge on behalf of the council, which
was listened to attentively, Other
speeehes were delivered during the
svening, which were in hearty accord
with the sentiment of the gathering.
The music was a special feature of the
meeting, and the choir, under Prof.
Layton, was congratulated on its work.

The seccnd day's session began
Thursday, February 1st at 10 am. After
devotional exercises, the reports of the
general officers were received, The
Bishop’s Counecil then went into pri-
vate gession and adjourned late in the
afterndcop. The evening session of the
second day begap at 8 pm. This wasa
gala night, for the Bishops wers the
honored gues's of the Metropolitan
Church at the 25th anniversary of
itinerant services of Rev. J, Albert
Johnson, the erergetic and popular
pastor. A most exeellent and well se-
lected program was rendered, a full ac
count ef which was given in oar last
issue,

The third day’s session began Friday
at-10 am. After devotional exercises,
additional reports were handed in by
the general officers and the council
beld private sessions, admitting only
such general officers as bad reports and
explanations to make. M. M. Moore,
the financial secretary, read his report
Bishop Turner presided. In the after-
noon a session was held at the finan-
cial department, 1535 Fourteenth street
C. T. Bhafler of the church extension,
presented his report, while Rev, U. 5.
sSmith also made report for the Sunday
school depariment,

The evening's session of the hird
day began at 8 pm. It was the anui-
versary mee ing, with the scholarly
Bishop B. F Lee presiding. This was
one of the most interesling of all of the
gessions. “‘Education,” anpd “Mi=
sions” were the subjects. Biehop W.
B. Derrick of the diccese of Arkansas
and Tennessee, who wus formerly e
retary of mission work, was the princ’
pal speaker and he took for hie loplc,
‘‘The Gospel in all Lands,’ and told in
his usual eloquent and happy veln of
the progress of the race in all countries
where the gospel is preached. He told
of the condition of the rsce In 1bv
South, as well g8 in Africa snd Huil!
and other islands. In Africa, he sald,
there are 216 missionaries, and he wout
on to describe their work throughcut

t bat ccontyy. He aleo epoke of tB
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